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Job Creation, Skilled Workforce Plans Move Ahead

My first priority as your State Representative has been to expand employment
opportunity and grow the economy.

With several ideas on the table, differing plans to boost Iowa’s job creation and grow
the middle class are headed to a bi-partisan panel for the purpose of reaching an
agreement. 

I and other legislators called for support of the High Quality Jobs Program, which is the
State’s only vehicle for direct financial assistance for businesses to expand or to
relocate to Iowa. In order to qualify for assistance, a business must pay at least 120%
of the local wage rate, ensuring that each job created is a good paying job. The plan is
supported in the Governor’s budget and the Iowa Senate supports the measure as
well. I agree with the Governor that we must support businesses in their efforts to
expand and we must also encourage businesses to locate in Iowa, creating more high-
quality jobs for Iowans.

Plans were also offered for new research initiatives at Iowa’s three state universities.
The initiatives, called for by Governor Branstad and the Senate, would create a new
bio-economy initiative at Iowa State University, an entrepreneurship program at the
University of Iowa, and a new economic gardening initiative at UNI designed to help
start-up companies. These new initiatives are needed to keep Iowa’s economy
competitive in today’s global marketplace and to create more good-paying jobs for
working Iowans.

Other plans under consideration will build Iowa’s skilled workforce by expanding
vocational and technical training at Iowa’s community colleges and re-opening
workforce centers in areas with high unemployment. There is also a proposed public-
private partnership to establish training for the underemployed or unemployed.

Since the bill has been approved by both the House and the Senate in different forms,
it will likely be sent to a conference committee of Senators and House Members in
order to reach a compromise that can pass both chambers. This Bill must be approved
before the Legislature adjourns.

Iowa House Hosts Public Hearing on Health Care

Every Iowan should have access to affordable health care. Period. I will continue to
fight for Medicaid expansion in Iowa for three primary reasons:

Medicaid expansion saves Iowans $163 million dollars
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Medicaid expansion will provide access to health care to 150,000 more Iowans

Medicaid expansion increases the scope of care and treatment options for

every Iowan

The Iowa House hosted a public hearing on Tuesday to gather input on expanding
access to affordable health care.

Speakers at the public hearing standing in support of Medicaid expansion told
personal stories of Iowans who ended up in the emergency room because they did not
have access to affordable health care. A physician talked about patients who came to
see him with late stage cancer because they didn’t have the insurance that would have
allowed them to visit him earlier. Others talked about the downside of the current plan
because it covers fewer Iowans and costs more.

Of all the input received, 87% supported Medicaid expansion and 13% supported the
proposed Iowa Cares plan. Testimony in support of Medicaid expansion included
citizens of all ages and walks of life, and included AARP, doctors, hospital
administrators, and several other health care providers.

There are two different plans under consideration right now. The Medicaid expansion
plan, which is supported by most Iowans and has already been approved by the
Senate, expands affordable health care to 150,000 Iowans while improving health care
outcomes. The Governor has offered a different plan, called Healthy Iowa, which covers
only 89,000 Iowans but costs Iowa taxpayers 163 million more dollars.

The issue may be debated by the Iowa House as early as next week. When it is, I will
be standing up for covering more Iowans with better coverage at lower cost to the
taxpayer.

Please contact me if ever I may be of service to you it is an honor to be your State
Representative.

Warm regards,



Senior Office Stew Barnes visited me in the Capitol recently. The Des Moines Police
are among the finest in the nation. We should all be grateful for their willingness to go
into harm’s way to keep us safe.



I had the distinct honor of delivering the keynote address at the Indianola FFA banquet
on Saturday, April 13, 2013. These young folks are the living promise of a very bright
future for Iowa. Everyone in the room was inspired by their talent, intellect, creativity,
and team spirit. These young folks are the best of the best!

DNR Director Chuck Gipp will visit Warren County April 27, 2013 to discuss a variety
of natural resources issues. I sit on the House Natural Resources Committee and am
deeply committed to preserving Iowa’s hunting, fishing, and outdoors traditions. For
more information on Director Gipp’s visit, call me at 515.208.7281.



“Outdoors Dan” Young hosted me on his radio show Saturday April 20, 2013. Dan is a
great guy! He is a tireless advocate for teaching children about the importance of
conserving, protecting, and enjoying Iowa’s great outdoors.

Read More from the Iowa House 
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